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The department

We’re recognised as one of the
leading institutions in the
country for teacher training.
Enjoying a strong national and
international reputation, we
have a long and distinguished
record of training teachers
dating back to 1839.

Teaching is one of the most satisfying,
interesting and valued professions while also
being challenging and highly demanding. 

Teachers are responsible for ensuring that
children enjoy learning and gain an education
that will equip them to live and work in
contemporary society.

Committed to supporting the National
College for Teaching and Leadership to
increase the diversity of the routes into
teaching, we aim to  widen participation from
those groups who are currently under
represented in the teaching profession. 

We offer courses at both undergraduate and
postgraduate level, with a range of
Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) opportunities and a Foundation
Degree in Teaching and Learning Support.
The majority of our Teacher Training
programmes are run at our Bognor             
Regis Campus.

Course options
• Primary Teaching (BA Hons)
• Mathematics and Mathematical

Learning (BSc Hons)
• Mathematics and Teaching for Key

Stages 2 and 3 (BA Hons)
• Teaching and Learning Support (FdA)
• Primary Education (PGCE)
• Secondary Education (PGCE)



What makes
us different?

•   We offer high-quality training and
experience that will prepare you to
become a confident and effective teacher

•   Much of your training will be practical,
school-based experiences

•   We have been graded as ‘outstanding’
following the most recent OFSTED
inspection

•  You’re supported throughout your
school-based learning by experienced
mentor teachers and university tutors

•   You’ll gain a respected professional
qualification in a career of major
importance

•  You’ll learn how to use research to
improve your teaching skills 

•   Our courses have varied content,
including: lectures, seminars,
presentations, group tasks, mini-research
projects and assessments

•   You’ll develop a range of communication,
interpersonal and problem-solving skills
that will be invaluable in a teaching career
and beyond

•  Political and public policy announcements
are built into the curriculum, so you 
will be up to date on contemporary
teaching issues. 
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Undergraduate
programmes

Graduate view
“Completing this course has been an
amazing achievement in which I have
had so many rich and exciting
opportunities.  

I feel every part of  this course has been
invaluable in helping me reach my
current position where I now feel
confident, excited and ready to take on
my own class as a class teacher and
implement my own ideas and
philosophy for education.”

Olivia, graduated 2012
BA (Hons) Primary Teaching

Our students share their placement experiences
in their end of year presentations.

Course options
• Primary Teaching (BA Hons)
• Mathematics and Mathematical Learning (BSc Hons)
• Mathematics and Teaching for Key Stages 2 and 3 (BA Hons)
• Teaching and Learning Support (FdA)



Primary Teaching 
BA (Hons) 

This degree is taught over three
years at our Bognor Regis
Campus. A limited number of
places are also available on a
part-time route which takes
between four and six years 
to complete.

You’ll study four main components
throughout the course, these are:
•   Subject Study
•  Professional Studies
•   Curriculum Studies 
•   School Experience

Subject Study
In the summer term of your first year on the
BA (Hons) Primary Teaching with
Specialisms programme you’ll select one
subject specialism from the following:
•   Early Years
•   Citizenship
•   English
•   ICT
•  Mathematics
•   Modern Foreign Languages
•   Natural Science
•  Physical Education
•  Special Educational Needs

Alongside the core and wider curriculum
and school experience you’ll take subject
study modules throughout all three levels of
the course (five modules, equivalent, in
total). These modules will provide the
appropriate subject and pedagogical
knowledge to prepare you for a professional
teaching role. The content of each subject
study has been deliberately selected to
reflect the themes within the national
curriculum or guidance for that subject.
You’ll be expected to progress from a sound
level of subject knowledge to a more
complex and analytical level 
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Graduate view
“Choosing Chichester to study Primary
Teaching was the best decision I have
ever made. The course exceeded all of
my expectations. The inspirational staff
take a personal interest in each student
and are very supportive and friendly. I
felt very prepared for my career as a
primary teacher. I am currently teaching
Year 1/2 class at a school in Fareham
and I love my job!”

Sarah Tenters
BA (Hons) Primary Teaching



What makes us different...
we guarantee you a

place in halls
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of understanding of the key subject ideas
and concepts. The subject study modules
will provide you with confidence,
competence and a good level of
understanding of your chosen subject to
enable you to lead and manage this subject
later in your career. 

You may select to take all five subject study
modules in the same subject (this includes
their dissertation in the final year) or may
select a range of subject modules across the
three years. If  you select all five modules in
the same subject will be awarded, on
successful completion, a degree award that
reflects this e.g. BA (Hons) in Primary
Teaching with Mathematics Education. If  you
select from a range of subjects across these
5 subject study modules you will be
awarded, on successful completion, a degree
award that reflects this e.g. BA (Hons) in
Primary Teaching.  The choice to be a
specialist or a generalist is yours.   

Early Years
In the first year, you will develop an
understanding of child development and the
Early Years curriculum and will become
aware of the range of services on offer for
young children, the key principles that they
have in common and the place of Early
Years teachers within this umbrella of
services. In the second year, you will develop
a critical understanding of some main
themes and a substantial knowledge of key
theoretical perspectives of child
development and relate these to
professional implications for teaching in the
early years. You will learn how to plan for,
implement and assess a range of early years
distinctive teaching approaches and
understand how the help young learners to
make good progress in the classroom.  

Citizenship
In these modules, you’ll look at the place of
citizenship within and across the curriculum
and as a whole school ethos. You’ll develop
detailed knowledge, skills and attitudes in the
area of local and global citizenship in relation
to social justice, equity and sustainable
development. Modules will consider key
themes, such as ‘race and ethnicity’, ‘rights
and responsibility’ and ‘education and
equality’. You’ll critically consider common
generalisations, assumptions and variations in
access to full citizenship. You’ll become
aware of and challenge your own attitudes
and behaviour with regard to issues of local
and global citizenship and introduce some
participative methodologies to engage pupils
in citizenship.

English
In the first year, you will be introduced to a
range of high-quality children's literature and
come to understand the motivational power
of using engaging texts in the classroom to
help pupils to become competent and
confident readers and writers.  In the second
year, you will engage in a wide range of
practical activities relating to talk in the
classroom and writing in order to
understand what the most effective teaching
of English looks like.  You’ll be asked to
become writers themselves in order to ‘step
into the shoes’ of pupils learning to write in
the primary classroom. You will be
introduced to the importance of talk
underpinning the writing process, and you
will critically evaluate your own and other
students’ writing, working as peer
assessment partners throughout the module.
You will also undertake a recording of
themselves teaching and analyse this
recording in order to identify best practice in
the use of classroom talk.



ICT
The Information and Communications
Technology (ICT) subject study modules will
introduce you to a range of different
software and hardware to support ICT
across the primary curriculum. You’ll
investigate the uses of the resources with a
focus on developing pupils’ higher order
skills. You’ll engage with a range of
technologies through practical activities,
exploring their educational potential for pupil
skills development. You will consider the
variety of ways that ICT can support
children in their learning and will engage with
a range of computer programmes, including
programmable vehicles and robotics, that
might be used in the primary school.
Current issues related to the way in which
technology might influence learning will be
critically evaluated and you’ll consider
common beliefs and media representations
of children’s use of technology in light of
recent research and scholarship. 

Mathematics
The mathematics subject study modules will
further develop your understanding of the
National Curricula in mathematics for
schools. The modules will cover various
areas but will focus in the first year on
‘pattern within mathematics’.  In the second
year, you will begin to focus on developing
their role as potential subject leaders and will
consider how teachers can ensure good
progress in mathematics for a range of
learners with diverse needs e.g. children who
have dyscalculia or who speak English as an
additional language. The final module in this
year will introduce you to mathematical
thinking in the Early Years context and to the
way in which mathematics can be
represented and communicated throughout
the primary school years.

Modern Foreign Languages
Throughout all MFL modules, you’ll develop
your own language skills in topic areas that
are likely to occur in key stage two; as such,
you will engage in practical and creative
activities which will enable you to develop
their spoken MFL skills. In the first year you
will be introduced to teaching languages
effectively within the primary school.  You
will develop an understanding of the stages
of additional language acquisition and, based
on this, will learn to plan appropriate
learning experiences for children in school.
The second year modules consider various
ways in which language can be integrated
into the primary curriculum, exploiting and
developing links with other subjects; practical
strategies for this will be central to the
student experience. Focusing on developing
student skills as a potential subject
coordinator, the modules will also focus on
developing your understanding of
progression and continuity across the 
key stages.

Natural Science
Natural Science encompasses the range of
sciences involved in the study of the world
around us and its phenomena. The subject
study modules provide a broad and relevant
foundation in areas of the national
curriculum for science. After completing all
of the modules, you’ll understand the natural
processes underlying the universe and will be
able to use this to influence the ways in
which schools and pupils interact with the
natural world now and in the future. The
course includes a week of fieldwork in a
location that contrasts with West Sussex.
This will provide you with experience of
unfamiliar environments and an opportunity
to develop problem-solving skills through
short, intensive practical investigations of the
unfamiliar. Applicants should have an A Level
(or equivalent) in a science subject.

1312

Physical Education 
The PE modules will introduce you to
developmental physical education and the
importance of lifelong physical activity. In the
first year you will be introduced to concept
of motor development and how this applies
to PE within the classroom. In the second
year you’re introduced to the teaching
games and will consider the way in which
teachers can plan for inclusivity and
progression for all pupils.  You will also
develop your pedagogical knowledge and
confidence in the teaching of PE both
indoors and outdoors within the context of
gymnastics, dance, athletics and outdoor and
adventurous activities. The relationship
between theories of education and your
practical experience of PE will help you to
understand how to teach PE effectively in
the primary classroom.

Special Educational Needs  
The SEN modules will introduce you to the
distinctive needs and attributes of those
children that might be understood to have
special educational needs within the primary
context. In the first year you’ll develop an
understanding of atypical child development
with reference to the current debates
related to special educational needs and
disability.  In consideration of this you will
come to understand how individual
differences can affect pupil learning. You will
extend your learning in the second year so
as to to understand how a range of
developmental, cognitive, social and
emotional influences can affect pupil learning
and progress. You will learn how to plan,
implement and evaluate a range of
interventions that can ensure that pupils
make good progress in the classroom. 

Core Modules 

Professional Studies
The Professional Studies modules will
provide you with the practical skills and
theoretical and philosophical underpinning to
understand and reflect on school
experience. Professional Studies is taught
across all three years of the programme and
allows you and your tutors to monitor
progress and development from one year to
the next. You’ll consider the aims and
purposes of education and the principles
that support state primary education and
come to understand what it is the most
effective teachers do to ensure that pupils
make good progress in the classroom.  

You’ll develop knowledge and understanding
of the nature of the primary curriculum and
children’s developmental needs and critically
apply this through lesson planning, teaching,
assessment and critical reflection. You’ll also
develop a critical awareness of educational
research methodology and evaluate how
educational research has contributed to
developments in education. 

Curriculum Studies
This area of study comprises modules on
the core curriculum (English, Mathematics,
Science and ICT/Computing) and the
foundation curriculum (Physical Education,
Religious Education, Design and Technology,
History, Art and the Performing Arts). The
core curriculum modules are designed to
develop your subject specific and
pedagogical knowledge. You’ll be expected
to achieve a competent level of subject
knowledge in English, mathematics and
science to enable you to teach the
appropriate national curriculum with
confidence. In each year of the programme,
you’ll be expected to complete school-based



tasks linked to the core curriculum modules.
These tasks are designed to extend your
learning within a school context. The
successful and appropriate completion 
of these tasks is required to pass the 
school placement.

School Experience
School Experience is structured to allow
students to progress from planning, teaching
and managing the learning of a group of
children for the core curriculum (Year One)
to meeting the needs of a class of pupils in
all curriculum areas (Year Three). You’ll get
the opportunity to go into a school early in
the course. The pattern of school
experience is usually:

•   Year One – Four weeks for three days per
week in Term One and a block of four
weeks in Term Three 

•   Year Two – Six weeks plus two weeks
special interest placement

•   Year Three – Ten weeks in Term Two

These placements will usually provide
distinctive opportunities in which to develop
your professional and teaching skills. In
particular, efforts will be made to place you
in schools with different organisational
characteristics and in contrasting socio-
economic catchment areas. 

The Special Interest placement will also
provide you with experience of a school-
based educational setting. It enables you to
follow an educational area of interest and
extend your learning about a particular area
of education, including: special needs,
bilingual learners and outdoor education.
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Entry requirements
•   Recent classroom experience in a UK

state primary school (a minimum of two
weeks’ experience in the last two years)

•   A Levels: BBB 
•   Early Years Route only: BTEC Extended

Diploma. Children’s Care – DDD; or
Cache Diploma in Childcare: A; or A
Levels: BBB

•  All applicants must have a good GCSE
profile with at least five passes at C or
above including English Language,
Mathematics and Science prior to
application

•  International Baccalaureate: 30 points (to
include English Language, Mathematics
and Science at grade 4 or higher)

•   Access to Higher Education Diploma: Pass
(in a relevant subject) with at least 24
credits worth of level 3 units at merit plus
English Language, Mathematics and
Science GCSEs at grade C or above

•  Non-standard Mature Entry procedure
for applicants over 21 years old: a
minimum of 5 GCSEs (A-C) including
Mathematics, English and Science 

•   All successful applicants will have to obtain
a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
check and complete a satisfactory Medical
Declaration before commencement of
the course

•   All students must have passed the English
and Mathematics Professional skills tests
(http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/c
areers/traininganddevelopment/professio
nal) prior to starting the course.  

What we look for in your application
•   You must have the equivalent of two to

three weeks relevant classroom
experience in a state UK primary school
(within the last two years)

•   A well-written supporting statement
explaining why you want to become a
teacher

•   A good reference 

The interview
•   All suitable candidates will be interviewed
•  During a paired interview, you’ll be

expected to talk about your experiences
of working with children focusing on their
learning

•   On the interview day, you’ll have the
opportunity to take part in a group task,
thinking about how you would
incorporate a mystery item creatively in
some teaching

•   In your interview, you should
demonstrate your ability to communicate
clearly in standard spoken English, show
your awareness of the realities of the
primary classroom and your ability to
listen to others

•   The interview will probe your awareness
of primary education, current educational
issues, how children learn and the role of
the teacher

Applications for the BA (Hons) Primary
Teaching with Specialisms programme
should be made via Universities and Colleges
Admissions Service (UCAS). If  you need
further guidance, please contact our
Admissions Office: admissions@chi.ac.uk 
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Mathematics and
Mathematical Learning 
BSc (Hons) 

Mathematics has always been a
particular strength of education
of teachers at the University of
Chichester.

This course offers you the opportunity to
study mathematics at degree level whilst
following enquiries into the psychology of
the teaching and learning of mathematics.
You will be joining a community of
mathematics students taking a range of
modules within a lively, imaginative context.
The course is based at the Bognor Regis
Campus.

Opportunities to visit local schools will be
provided in the final year of the programme
to those students wishing to undertake a
PGCE in Mathematics or Primary Education.

Indicative Course Content
There are four main strands that run through
the programme:
•   Study of Mathematics beyond A-level
•  Mathematics Education and Pedagogical

Research
•  Developing thinking skills in mathematics
•   Psychology of mathematics and its

learning

Why this Course?
•   Varied and effective model of teaching

and learning
•   Varied modes of assessment
•   Tutors with strong backgrounds in both

mathematics and education
•  Small, friendly group learning environment

with high levels of individual support
•   Supported applications for either PGCE

Secondary Mathematic s or PGCE Primary
•  You will also be invited to events run by

the London branch of the Institute of
Mathematics and its Applications.

Professional Accreditation
This Mathematics course is accredited
by the Institute of Mathematics and its
Applications (IMA), which means you'll
be accepted for associate membership
following graduation. This is the first
step to becoming a Chartered
Mathematician (C.Math).



Mathematics and Teaching
for Key Stages 2 and 3 
BA (Hons)

This course is designed to
encourage a wide range of
potential mathematics teachers
to discover the joys of a
rewarding career and
experience both primary and
secondary school work before
they qualify. 

Our Mathematics team is responding to the
national shortage of mathematics teachers
by providing a course with a broad scope. 

Why this course?
Most of our graduates have secured
teaching jobs before the course is
completed, with many receiving offers of
employment from schools where they’re
completing their school experience. As a Key
Stage 2 and 3 specialist, you don't have to
decide which age group you want to work
with before you start your course. If  you
enjoy mathematics but you’re unsure
whether you should train for primary or
secondary teaching, then this is the course
for you!

What is the course structure?
There are five main strands that run through
the programme:

•   Study of Mathematics
•   Mathematics Education
•  Professional Studies (teaching skills such as

lesson planning and classroom
management)

•   The core subjects in the primary
curriculum (English, Mathematics and
Science for Key Stage 2)

•   School Experience

1918

What will it lead to?

After successful completion of the degree
you could become:
•   A mathematics specialist in a primary

school (teaching ages 5-11)
•   A mathematics specialist in a middle

school (teaching ages 7-13)
•   A mathematics specialist in a secondary

school (teaching ages 11-16)
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Modules studied may include:
Year One
•  Core Mathematics
•   Discrete and Decision Mathematics
•   Preparation for Teaching in Key Stage 2
•   Studying the Mathematics Curriculum

Year Two
•  Contemporary Aspects of Geometry
•   Probability and Statistics
•   Algebra and Logic
•   Teaching and Learning Mathematics

Year Three
•  Number Theory
•   An Extended Mathematics Study
•  Progression and Differentiation in

Mathematics Teaching
•  A Personal Study on Mathematics Teaching
School Experience
During the course, you’ll build up your
practical teaching skills through periods of
school experience. There’s considerable
flexibility built in to the pattern of school
experience, with options for specialist
placements and teaching in both primary and
secondary schools. The pattern of school
experience is usually:

•   Year One – Three days a week (Monday-
Wednesday) for four/five weeks in the
autumn term and three/four weeks in the
summer term 

•   Year Two – Six weeks in a secondary
school and two weeks in a specialist
placement

•   Year Three – Ten weeks in either a
primary or secondary school

These placements will provide distinctive
opportunities in which to develop your
professional and teaching skills. In particular,
efforts will be made to place you in schools
with different organisational characteristics
and in contrasting socio-economic
catchment areas. 

The special interest placement will also
provide you with experience of an
educational setting that may not be in a
school environment. It allows for you to
follow an educational area of interest and to
extend your learning about a particular area
of education including special needs, bilingual
learners and outdoor education.

Professional Studies
The Professional Studies modules will
provide you with the practical skills and
theoretical and philosophical underpinning to
understand and reflect on school
experience. Professional Studies is taught
across all three years of the programme and
allows you and your tutors to monitor
progress and development from one year to
the next. You’ll consider the aims and
purposes of education and the principles
that support state primary education. 

You’ll develop your knowledge and
understanding of the nature of the primary
curriculum and children’s developmental
needs and critically apply this through lesson
planning, teaching, assessment and critical
reflection. You’ll also develop a critical
awareness of educational research
methodology and evaluate how educational
research has contributed to developments 
in education. 

Entry requirements
•   Recent classroom experience in a UK

state school (a minimum of two weeks’
experience in the last two years)

•   A Levels: BCC/CCC including
Mathematics plus English Language;
Mathematics and Science GCSEs, at grade
C or above

•  Advanced/Progression Diploma: Grade
C plus at least 60 points from
Mathematics A Level as the Additional
Specialist Learning plus English Language,
Mathematics and Science GCSEs, at grade
C or above

•  International Baccalaureate: 28 points
with Mathematics higher 4 and English
Language and Science at grade 4

•   Access to Higher Education Diploma: Pass
with at least 12 level three credits’ worth
of units in Mathematics at merit, plus
GCSEs in English Language, Mathematics
and Science 

•   All successful applicants will have to obtain
a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
check and complete a satisfactory Medical
Declaration before commencement of
the course

Applicants without the above formal
qualifications, but who have relevant skills
and work/life experience, will be considered
on an individual basis and may be assessed
through a written portfolio. 

What we look for in your application
•   You must have the equivalent of two to

three weeks relevant classroom
experience in a state school (within the
last two years)

•   A well-written supporting statement
explaining why you want to become a
teacher

•   A good reference 

The interview
•   All suitable candidates will be interviewed
•  During a paired interview, you’ll be

expected to talk about something you’ve
done with pupils in school 

•   On the interview day, you’ll have to
complete tasks in English and mathematics

•   In the English task, you’ll need to
demonstrate your ability to communicate
clearly in written English, to answer
questions about an article and correct
some pupils’ work

•  The mathematics task involves
commenting on a video of a primary
teacher teaching mathematics and
correcting pupils’ work. You need to
show an open attitude and receptivity to
mathematics and a satisfactory level of
confidence and competence

•  In your interview, you should
demonstrate your ability to communicate
clearly in standard spoken English, show
your awareness of the realities of the
primary and secondary classroom and
your ability to listen to others

•   The interview will probe your awareness
of primary and secondary education,
current educational issues, how children
learn and the role of the teacher

Applications for the BA (Hons) Mathematics
and Teaching for Key Stages 2 and 3
programme should be made via UCAS. If
you need further guidance, please contact
our Admissions Department: -
admissions@chi.ac.uk 
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Teaching and Learning
Support
(Foundation Degree)

This programme is for those
working as teaching assistants in
an early-years setting, a primary
or secondary school, or a school
for children with Special
Educational Needs (SEN).  

It’s designed to provide professional
development in relevant skills, knowledge
and understanding at university level. The
foundation degree’s a flexible and accessible
route to higher education for non-teaching
professionals who wish to continue to work
while studying and can provide a foundation
for progression towards gaining QTS. Study
skills are developed throughout the
programme as it’s designed particularly for
applicants without the formal entrance
requirements for an honours degree. Prior
learning and experience, such as Higher
Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) status, can
be recognised and accredited, allowing entry
to the programme with advanced standing.

What will I study?
You’ll explore what it means to be involved
in Teaching and Learning Support (TLS), and
will study issues to do with inclusion,
diversity and equality, child development,
special educational needs and specific
aspects of the curriculum. For example, you
may look at how to support children with
autism, how children become writers and
why children learn best through being
engaged in innovative and creative
learning activities. 

23

There are three main elements of the
programme which occur at each level:

• inclusion, diversity and working with
children who have SEN

• curriculum studies, including supporting
the literacy and numeracy curriculum;
creativity in the curriculum; and drama,
music and humanities activities

• child development and monitoring and
assessing learning progress.
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Course delivery and assessment
Attendance at the University is part-time
(one day a week) and you’ll have up to two
taught sessions every Monday or Friday
during term time. You’ll also have tasks to
complete in school between your taught
sessions; this is called Work-based Learning
(WBL). There will be tutor support to help
you complete your WBL.

The programme’s delivered over three years
at introductory level (Level 4) and at
intermediate level (Level 5). You’ll be taught
through lectures, seminars, practical
workshops and through directed study.
You’ll be monitored by continuous
assessment through written assignments,
examinations and presentations. 
These aren’t as daunting as they sound, as
they’re based on the teaching and learning
activities you’re engaged in during your daily
work in schools. 

Do I have to be employed in a school
as a Teaching Assistant (TA) in
order to start the course?
To complete the whole course and attain a
foundation degree, you’ll need to be
employed as a classroom assistant, or the
equivalent. This is necessary, as part of the
study you need to complete has to be
undertaken in your work place. It will be
essential for you to provide a reference from
your head teacher or head of department
and, throughout the course, you’ll need
support from the school to help you carry
out your study. For example, you’ll need to
observe children and teachers working and
interview particular members of staff about
their roles in school.

How will this course help if I want to
go on to become a teacher?
You need a BA or BSc degree to be a
teacher. This means you’ll need to top-up
your Foundation Degree with a further level
of study to gain your BA/BSc. We offer a
number of progression routes which will
enable you to gain a BA and, for those
interested in teaching, QTS. Progression
routes can take between one and two years
to complete, depending on which one you
choose and if  the top-up course is full-time
or part-time.  

You don’t need to make a decision about
progression to a full degree at this point and
your tutors will talk to you more about your
options as you complete the different parts
of your Foundation Degree.

25

Entry requirements
There are two routes of entry to the course:
•   Standard entry
•   Non-standard entry

If  you’re applying through the standard entry
route you’ll need five GCSEs graded A-C,
and one A2 qualification or the equivalent.
However, it’s anticipated that more people
will be applying through the non-standard
entry route. To apply through this route, no
formal qualifications are needed but you
must be able to demonstrate a minimum of
two years’ relevant work experience.

What’s the application process?
Once you’ve decided to apply for the course
you need to contact our Admissions
Department on 01243 816002 or email:
admissions@chi.ac.uk. You’ll be sent an
application form and a form for your referee
to complete. If  your application is successful,
you’ll be called for an interview. It’s also
possible to download the application and
reference forms from our website.

The interview
The purpose of the interview is to find out
more about you and your experience and to
provide you with an opportunity to find out
more about the course.  As part of the
interview process, you’ll be asked to talk for
three to five minutes about your work with
children. 

To support you in your talk, you might like to
bring some examples of things you’ve done
with children. It’s not expected that it will be
a high-tech presentation, simply a chance for
you to tell us about yourself. You’d be
expected to share your talk with two or
three other candidates and a tutor. The
tutor will then have a chat with you to
further explore your experiences.

If  you need further guidance, please contact
Sian Howie, Programme Coordinator on:
01243 812092 or: s.howie@chi.ac.uk 



PGCE programmes

Course options
• Primary Education (PGCE)
• Secondary Education (PGCE)

• English
• Design Technology
• History
• Mathematics
• Modern Languages
• Physical Education
• Religious Education
• Science
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Primary Education
(PGCE)

The Primary Postgraduate
Graduate Certificate in
Education (PGCE) is a well-
established, successful and
rigorous initial teacher training
programme for graduates who
wish to become primary school
teachers, teaching children aged
5-11 years.  

It’s a full-time programme that runs over one
year. We also offer a specialist route in
Modern Languages which qualifies you to
teach all subjects to pupils aged 5-11 but
includes modules allowing you to specialise 
in teaching a foreign language – French
or Spanish. 

The PGCE Primary endorses the view that
teaching’s an academic as well as a practical
project and that the critical interaction
between theory and practice is fundamental
to the development of an educational
philosophy for teachers. The programme is
taught at master’s level and allows students
to gain up to 60 credits towards a master’s
qualification. The course enables you to
develop your skills of critical analysis and
engage with educational research at the
same time as developing practical classroom
skills through school experience. By the end
of the course, you’ll be equipped as
reflective practitioners to continue your
professional learning throughout your career.  

The programme’s taught by experienced and
enthusiastic tutors, in partnership with
mentors and teachers in local schools. It lasts
39 weeks and you’ll spend at least 24 weeks
of this on placement in schools.

School Experience
The PGCE programme is taught in affiliation
with a range of primary schools. During the
programme, you’ll be placed in two different
schools for extended placements. Plus you’ll
have three two-week group placements
focusing on the teaching of maths, English or
teaching pupils with Special Educational
Needs. The school experiences will draw on
your own prior experiences and skills and
develop them within the partnership of
school-based and university-based training
and support. 

During School Experience, school-based
mentors are partners in identifying individual
training needs and refining your individual
action plans. Initially, you’ll focus on teaching
small groups of pupils the core curriculum
subjects, leading to proficiency in 
teaching a whole class subjects across 
the primary curriculum by the end of the
second placement. 

You’ll develop a broader understanding of
the relationship between theory and practice
in education and the wider context within
which schools operate. You’ll also be able to
identify areas for future development during
your own teaching career.

What will I study?
The university-based study is divided into
three key areas which will develop the
knowledge, understanding and skills required
to plan and manage creative and effective
lessons while ensuring that pupils of all
abilities are motivated to learn. These key
areas are:
•   Core Curriculum
•   Wider Curriculum
•   Professional Studies

Core Curriculum
The Core Curriculum module develops your
enthusiasm for and enjoyment of English,
Mathematics and Science. Through separate
subject strands this course will develop your
subject, curriculum and pedagogical
knowledge in each subject. You’ll be
equipped to  take a critical and reflective
view of each subject’s curriculum and
associated learning and teaching
methodologies. You’ll begin to develop a
critical understanding of the distinctive
features of each subject area and the
research concerning children’s learning in
that subject. By linking your learning to your
school experience, it aims to promote the
necessary competencies and understanding
you need to plan, teach and assess the core
curriculum well.
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Wider Curriculum 
Subjects referred to include History, PE,
Computing and MFL. This module aims to
develop your critical understanding of and
enthusiasm for the primary curriculum and
associated pedagogies. You’ll develop a
systematic knowledge and understanding of
key curriculum and framework documents
and a critical awareness of current issues and
debates surrounding the primary curriculum.

The module will support you in analysing and
reflecting critically on your previous
experience, attitudes and assumptions about
the curriculum. You’ll consider the distinctive
challenges, concerns or pedagogy associated
with particular curriculum subjects and also
common issues, e.g. the development of
creativity. This module will prepare you to
plan, teach and assess effectively the
foundation subjects and to develop 
cross-curricular approaches to teaching 
and learning.

Professional Studies
This module aims to develop your critical
and rigorous understanding of the principles
which underpin primary education. It will
develop your knowledge and understanding
of the nature of the primary curriculum and
children’s developmental needs.  You’ll be
introduced to and will critique educational
research methodology, analysis and ethics.
This module will advance your abilities to
critically apply such knowledge and
understanding in a professional context
through lesson planning, teaching,
assessment and behaviour management and
critical reflection on these.

A particular focus will be on issues of
inclusion, equality and diversity and you’ll
develop your abilities to be able to apply
your knowledge and understanding of such
issues in the classroom. The module aims to
enable you to begin to develop your own
personal educational philosophies, so that
you can apply these in the classroom and
articulate them to other professionals.

Our modules are structured to allow for
lectures, workshops, practical activities, case
studies, whole group and small group
activities as appropriate for the study of
each module theme. These are
supplemented by independent study tasks
and activities and provide a range of
opportunities to develop intellectual and
practical skills. 

PGCE Primary Modern Languages
Route
The Primary Modern Languages Route is
designed to prepare primary teachers who
also have expertise in teaching and learning
in modern languages. We offer the route for
either Spanish or French speaking specialists. 

For most of your time, you’ll follow the
same modules as other students on the
PGCE Primary, however you’ll take an
additional module: Teaching and Learning in
Modern Languages. This module will
develop your knowledge and understanding
of how some key theories of teaching and
learning relate to modern language delivery.
It will develop your understanding of the
role of the modern languages teacher, how
children learn foreign languages and will
prepare you for the role of modern
languages coordinator in a primary school.
There could also be an opportunity 
for you to undertake part of your school
experience overseas.

In addition to the curriculum areas, you’ll
study Professional Studies, which is designed
to support you in developing the theoretical
knowledge and practical skills required to
undertake, understand and reflect on your
teaching experience. You’ll consider the aims
and purposes of education and the principles
which underpin state primary education.
You’ll develop your knowledge and
understanding of the nature of the primary
curriculum and children’s developmental
needs and critically apply this through lesson
planning, teaching, assessment and critical
reflection. You’ll also develop a critical
awareness of educational research
methodology and evaluate how educational
research has contributed to developments 
in education. 
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Entry requirements
All applications for PGCE must be made
online through UCAS Teacher Training. 

UCAS send applications to our Admissions
department who check the details you have
provided and whether places are still available.
We then decide whether to offer you an
interview based on the information that you
have given, especially the following:
• All applicants must have GCSE passes in

English, Maths and Science at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

• All applicants must have a suitable
Honours degree (usually upper second
class or above) 

• Your personal statement is important; it
should convince us that you are serious
about teaching as a career

• Reference to any experience you have of
observation or working in a primary
school. All applicants need to have a
minimum of 2 weeks experience in an
appropriate school before interview.
Where possible, we recommend that you
try to gain experience in a range of classes
so you experience working with different
age groups in different subjects. 

The interview
Interviews are carried out at Bognor Regis
Campus from mid-November. Information
about your interview is sent to you so that
you can prepare as necessary. Decisions are
made soon after the interview and offers are
sent out by the Admissions department as
soon as possible. All successful applicants will
have to obtain a Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) and complete a satisfactory
Medical Declaration before commencement
of the course.

If you need further guidance, please contact
our Admissions Department:
admissions@chi.ac.uk 

Chris Shelton, PGCE Primary
Programme Coordinator/ICT



Secondary Education
(PGCE)

Our PGCE Secondary
programme, with
recommendation for Qualified
Teacher Status (QTS), offers
high-quality training for those
wishing to teach in the
secondary age range. 

Pedagogy is explored in small subject groups;
techniques are examined for making each
subject accessible and stimulating in a
classroom environment. In addition to your
subject specialism, you’ll study a Professional
Studies element of the course, which
includes: Behaviour Management; Identity,
Equality and Inclusion; Every Child Matters;
Personal, Social and Health Education;
Research Skills; What Makes a Teacher
Professional; Cross-Curricula
Responsibilities; Developing Reflective
Practice; Curriculum Initiatives; Vocal Skills;
Teacher Language; Emotional Intelligence;
and Applying for Teaching Posts.

The programme’s delivered full-time over 38
weeks with 70% practical school experience
in established partner schools and 30%
university-based time, divided between
Professional Studies and subject study. 

Mathematics, English, Religious Education,
History and Modern Languages subject
study is delivered at the Bognor Regis
Campus and subject study of Physical
Education’s delivered at the Bishop Otter
Campus. Design Technology and Science is
delivered in partner schools. You’ll have
training placements in two secondary
schools and also complete a week’s training
in a primary school (Key Stage 2). 

This experience provides you with the
opportunity to work alongside serving
teachers, learning about the broader roles
and skills of teachers and other school staff. 

High-quality teaching, support and guidance
will be provided by mentor teachers in
schools and by staff from the University. 
The course is offered at master’s level 
and, if  successful, you’ll be awarded 60
master’s level credits which you’ll be 
able to carry forward into professional
development courses.
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Our PGCE Secondary is
offered at master’s level for
the following subjects:

•   English
•   Design Technology
•   History
•   Mathematics
•   Modern Languages
•   Physical Education
•   Religious Education
•   Science
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Subject Specialism Information

Design Technology 
Subject teaching sessions take place at Brune
Park Community College, this enables you
to relate theory to practice. You’ll qualify to
teach two areas of Design Technology in Key
Stage 3 and one specialist area up to Key
Stage 4. Typically, you’ll have achieved a 2:2
or above in your degree. This will be in a
subject relevant to one or more of the
Design Technology areas: Resistant
Materials, Systems and Control, Food
Technology or Textiles. Suitable degree
subjects include: 3D Design, Food and
Nutrition, Product Design, Manufacturing,
Furniture Design, Electronic Engineering,
Fashion and Textiles Design, Architecture
and Graphic Design. Other degrees may be
suitable, if  you’re unsure please contact the
subject coordinator for advice. Subject
knowledge enhancement courses may be
recommended in some cases. Design and
Technology is a practical subject and requires
applicants to demonstrate a high level of
practical skill.

PGCE Design Technology Subject
Coordinator – 
Alison Godbold: alison.godbold@chi.ac.uk

English
The English route’s designed to equip
students to teach language and literature
across Key Stages 3 and 4 of the national
curriculum and to A Level. The two subject
study modules, which are based at our
Bognor Regis Campus, involve active
learning and all students lead sessions at
different points of the year. 

Typically, you’ll have an honours degree with
a classification of 2.2 or above. At least 50%
of the degree content will have been in
English. 

PGCE English Subject Coordinator – 
Debbie Hickman: d.hickman@chi.ac.uk

History
The History route’s designed to equip you
to teach the subject across Key Stages 3 and
4 of the national curriculum and to A Level.
This course aims to produce reflective and
effective classroom practitioners, who are
conversant with current discourses on
history as it relates to secondary education.
It also aims to produce practitioners who
acknowledge the past, present and future
influences and the place of history within
school curricula, educational practices and
the wider social formation. Typically, you’ll
have an honours degree with a classification
of 2.2 or above in History or a closely-
related subject where the content can be
demonstrated to be at least 50% History. 

PGCE History Subject Coordinator – 
Dr Katharine Milcoy: k.milcoy@chi.ac.uk

Mathematics
As with all the PGCE Secondary subjects,
this group is relatively small so that your
tutors can recognise your particular
strengths and needs, and there’s excellent
support and academic advice. A team of
mathematics tutors with complementary
expertise contribute to the university-based
sessions and are also subject tutors for
school placement visits. The university-based
Mathematics course includes input from
Ofsted inspectors, A Level and GCSE
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examiners, ICT specialists, Advanced Skills
Teachers (AST) and practising secondary
teachers. The course covers the full
secondary range of 11-18 years; however,
you can be assessed at either 11-16 or 14-18
in your teaching. Typically, you’ll have an
honours degree with a classification of 2.2
or above in Mathematics, or in a subject
which contains at least 50% Mathematics.
Degree subjects, including many engineering
or science-based courses, often contain
considerable mathematics content. If  you’re
unsure about the suitability of your degree,
please contact the subject coordinator for
advice. Subject knowledge enhancement
courses may be recommended in some
cases.

PGCE Mathematics Subject Coordinator– 
Jeremy Smith: j.smith@chi.ac.uk

Modern Languages
The PGCE Secondary in Modern Languages
aims to develop the necessary skills to teach
modern languages effectively and make
learning experiences for young people
enjoyable and varied. In the University
subject sessions you’ll develop your
understanding of how children learn and
appropriate modern languages teaching,
including the use of target language and
assessment. The course equips you with the
skills needed to teach languages across Key
Stages 3 and 4, as well as to A Level.
Additionally, you’ll develop the skills to
facilitate extracurricular activities and
contribute to the life of the whole school.
There are also opportunities to gain
experience in a Key Stage 2 setting.

Typically, you’ll have an honours degree with
a classification of 2.2 or above in French,
German or Spanish or in a subject where the
content can be demonstrated to be at least

50% modern foreign language. We also
welcome applications from native speakers
with excellent communication skills in
English. Applicants also require a second
language to A Level (or equivalent) in
French, German or Spanish. If  you’re unsure
about the suitability of your degree, please
contact the subject coordinator for advice. 

PGCE Modern Languages Subject
Coordinator –
Elaine Minett: e.minett@chi.ac.uk

Physical Education
The Physical Education (PE) route’s designed
to equip you to teach PE across Key Stages 3
and 4 of the national curriculum and to A
Level. This course aims to develop
professional knowledge, understanding and
skills in the subject material and curriculum
required to teach PE, both within practical
and theoretical domains. Our graduates are
highly regarded by schools. We’ve a very
good employment rate and we’re justifiably
proud of the progress many of our teachers
make within schools. Typically, you’ll have an
honours degree with a classification of 2.2
or above in a sport related area.

The PE specific element of the course is
delivered at our Chichester Campus and
you’ll join students from other subject routes
for a Professional Studies programme, which
is delivered at our Bognor Regis Campus.

PGCE Physical Education Subject
Coordinator–
Dr Suzie Everley: s.everley@chi.ac.uk  

Religious Education
The Religious Education (RE) route draws
on your own prior experiences and skills and
develops them to make you into a reflective,
analytical and effective classroom
practitioner; who can engage with current
ideological and pedagogical debates
surrounding the distinctive place of RE in the
curriculum. The group is small and there’s
excellent individual support from the subject
coordinator. Visits to meet various faith
communities are included in your
preparation for school experience.

Typically, you’ll have an honours degree with
a classification of 2.2 or above in a subject
where the content is at least 50% relevant to
RE. Suitable degree subjects include Religious
Studies, Theology, Philosophy, Sociology and
other relevant areas of humanities. Subject
knowledge enhancement courses may be
recommended in some cases. The interview,
which will take place in a partner school, will
explore your understanding of current
educational issues and may discuss the
subject content of your degree. You’re also
asked to make a short presentation to
pupils.

PGCE Religious Education Subject
Coordinator – 
Dr Ruth Mantin: r.mantin@chi.ac.uk

Science 
(Biology, Chemistry or Physics)
The Science route is designed to equip you
to teach national curriculum Science at Key
Stage 3. At Key Stage 4 and A Level you’ll
concentrate on your subject specialism –
Biology, Chemistry or Physics. The subject
specific element of the course is delivered at
a partner school and is complemented by a
Professional Studies programme, which is
based at our Bognor Regis campus.

Typically, you’ll have an honours degree with
a classification of 2.2 or above in a subject
where the content is at least 50% Science.
Subject knowledge enhancement courses
are also available and may be advised for
some candidates.

PGCE Science Subject Coordinator – 
Dr Jonathan Sargent: j.sargent@chi.ac.uk
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Entry requirements
• Honours degree – normally 2.2 or above

with at least 50% subject content relevant
to the national curriculum requirements
for your subject

• GCSE/O Level English Language and
Mathematics at grade C or above

• Minimum of two weeks’ classroom
experience in a UK state secondary
school within the last two years

The interview
• All suitable candidates are interviewed.

Interviews for English, History,
Mathematics and Modern Languages take
place at the Bognor Regis Campus, PE
interviews are held at the Bishop Otter
Campus, and RE, Science and Design
Technology take place in partner schools

• Applicants may be required to undertake
a subject-specific task as part of the
interview and all applicants complete a
literacy task

• Candidates will need to demonstrate an
awareness of current educational issues
and talk about their recent relevant
classroom experience

All applications for a PGCE must be made
online through the GTTR) website:
www.gttr.ac.uk. The GTTR sends
applications to our Admissions Department
who check the details you’ve provided and

whether places are still available. We then
decide whether to offer you an interview
based on the information you’ve given. 

If  you need further guidance, please contact
our Admissions Department:
admissions@chi.ac.uk 
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Destination of  Leavers from Higher Education survey*

* 92.5% of our students who graduated in 2012, after studying with us full time for their
first degree, were in full-time employment or undertaking postgraduate studies.



School-based
training

This is another way for experienced
graduates to gain Qualified Teacher Status
(QTS); it combines university-based teacher
training and continuous practical classroom
experience in a school. 

School Direct encourages schools to recruit
and select trainees, with the expectation that
they may then go on to work within the
school or group of schools in which they
were trained.

As an outstanding provider of teacher
training, we’re working in partnership with
several schools and Teaching School
Alliances to offer both School Direct and
School Direct Salaried programmes in
primary and secondary age phases. 

We also offer an Assessment Only (AO)
route, which has been designed to provide
QTS – normally within one term – to
experienced unqualified teachers. The
unqualified teacher is required to work in
two different schools and provide evidence
that they’ve met requirements for QTS.

For more details, please visit our website at:
www.chi.ac.uk/department-
education/school-based-training 
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Find out more
Contact: 01243 816002
Email: admissions@chi.ac.uk
Web: www.chi.ac.uk/education

www.chi.ac.uk/educationPlease recycle after use
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